
80 

s\1\' \ 

THE MOUSETRAP 

GILES. (moving to right of the refectory tabl.e) Stop frightening 

n1y wife at 011ce. . 
MOIJ.JE_ It's silly of me. But you see - I found her. Her face 

was all purple. I can't forget it .. : 
PARAVICIN I. I k.now. It's dif-ficult to forget things, isn't it. 

You aren't really the forgetting kind. 
MOLLIE, (incoherently) I 1nust go - the food - dinner -

prepare the spinach - and the potatoes all going to 
• pieces - please, Giles. 

(GILES and MOLT,rn. ~t through the archw{JJJ up right. 
PARAVICIN I leantS on the left side of the arch and looks 
after them, grirl/ning;. • MISS CASEWEIL stands by the 
firejJlace, wst in thought.) 

TRO~. (1isi·ng and crossing to lJJjt of PARAVICIN I) What did 
you say to the lady to upset her, sir? 

~ARAVICIN I. Me, Sergeant? Oh, just a little innocent fun. 

• I've always been fond of a little jolte. • 

TROTrER. There,s nice fµn - and there's fun that's not so 
nice, 

PARAVICIN I. (movin,g down, centre) Now I do wonder what you 
mean by that, Sergeant? 

TRO'ITER. I've been doing a little wondering about you, sir, 

PARA.VICIN I. Indeed? 
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TROTTER, I've been wondering about that car of yours, /~fe1 
and l1ow it happep.ed to overturn in a snowdrift (He ~~:ht~t ·-:.~l~~ 
jJauses an,d, draws_ the right curt·ain.) so conveniently. ·-.~~ 

PARAVICIN I. Inconveniently, you mean, don't you, Sergeantf '~ 
. .,,- .. q 

TRO'I·rER. (moving down t0 right of PARAVICIN I) That rather:.· f*¥1 
depends on the way you're -looking at it. Just when~ -)~ 
were yciu bound for, by the way, when you had this - ::Jd 

---,"-~":" .. 

accident? ·.;__~~ 

PARAVICIN I, Oh - I was on my way to see a friend. ::?1i 
TROTI'ER. In this neighbourhood? • • )~?11 

-~· .- •-:-\• 

pARAVICINl. Not so very far from here. ·-~-/;);~~ 
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THB MOUSETRAP 

'lROTmR.. And what was the name and address of ~s 

friend? 
PilAVICINI Now really Sergeant 1rotter, does that 

• ' ith this 
matter now? I mean it has nothing to do .w • 
predicament, :tias it? {He ~ts at the left end of the sofa;) , 

TROTI'ER. We always like the fullest information. What did 
you say this friend's name was? . • . 

PARAVICIN L I didn't say. (He !akBs a cigar from a -~~e in_ hf:s 
. P~L) . 
TRo·i-iF..R. No, you dfdn't say. And it seems you.'re not 

going to say, (He sits o~_th8 right arm of the sofa.) Now 
that>s very interesting . 

PARAVICIN I. But there might be - so m~y reasons. _An 
·amour - dtscretion. rtiese jealous hu~bands. (He pierces 
the cigar.) 

~ther old to be running round with the ladies 
at your time of life, aren ,t y~u? 

PARA.VICIN I. My dear Sergeant, I am not, perhaps, quite so 
old as I look. 

,· ~--

~~.:."- ~\?; ~OTI'ER. Tpat's just what I'~e been thinking, sir. • 
_;'-~ij~-~-

\~-~ =-"!- ~VICINI. What? (He fjghts the cigar.) 

}Sii~t • 'J'ROTI'ER. That you ma.y not be as old as. you - try. to look. 
;_;_~~- c:.~tii: There's a lo~ of people trying to look younger than 
r·-:=_ ?:~: they_are. If somebody goes about trying to look older-
\- .. - :-;. :ff!:-= well, it does make ~ne as½ oneself why. . 

~: \-c .{-!~:. BARAVICIN I. Having ?8ked questions of so many People 
-• _ .. ~~-- - you .ask q~estions ~f Y<:>urself as well? Isn't that 

: : . _ - . . overdoing things? . • • 
- ;i _--:,. • 

: .. ~~:= 'FR.01'1'.ER I might get an answer from myself_ 1 don' . 
.-::g!:-. . many from you. t get 

• - --~~-

- -~ ':Jj~ • PARAVICIN I. Wen; well - try· again _ that is, if on h 
§-=:~- more questions to ask . Y ave any 

r ,• ~. _.,._ I 

• ir-17llo1-r'RR. One or two. Where were y·o · 
,. 7":- . night? u commg from last 

' -
·_ -~~~}?~VICINI. That is simple - from London. 

ll~ :·Ji:ROTI:ER. What address in London? 
. , .. -
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THB MOUSETRAP 

PARAVICIN I. I always stay at the Ritz Hotel. 
. Jermanent 

TRO'ITER. Very nice, too, I'm sure. What 1s your I 

address? 

PARAVICINI. I dislike permanency. 

TRo·rrER. What's your business or profession? 

PARAVICINI. I play the markets. 

TRO'ITER, Stockbroker? 

PARAVICIN I. No, no, you misunderstand me. . 

TROTI'ER, Enjoying this little ga,ne, aren't you? Sure of 

yourself, too. But I shouldn't be too sure. You're mixed 

up in a murder case, and don't you forget it. Murder 

isn'tjt1st fun and games: 

PARAVICIN I. Not even this murder? (He gtves a little giggle, 

ar,,d looks sideways at TROTrER.) Dear me, you're 

very serious, Sergeant Tro~r. I always have _though~ 

policemen have no sense of hmnour. (He rises and 

moves to 'left of the sofa.) Is the inquisition over - for the 

moment?· 
TR9'ITER. For the moment - yes. 
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PARAVI~IN I. Thank yotl so much. I shall go a:nd loolc for 

your skis in the drawing-room. Just in case someone 

t has hidden them in the grand piano. 

(PARA.VICIN I exits tlown left. TROTTER • looll.S after 

hirn, frowning, moves down to the door wo/id ojJens it. 

MISS CASEWELL crosses q'uietly towards the stairs· left. 
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TR01'1'ER shuts the door.) 

TROTl'ER, (with.out mt,rning his head)Just a minute, please, /~i 
. 

::;.,1'i 

MISS CASEWELL. (pausing at the stai~s) Were you spealdng t9~--~)$ 

? 

. -:.r!,J 

me 
· ·,:;r~ 

... 
.. ....... ,~ 

TR01"l'ER. Yes. (crossing to the armchair centre) Perp_ap.s yol:l,.~·4:·~~~W 

come and sit down. (1-Ie arranges tlie. armchair for her.) ··, •• •. \{W 
• :·~t('~ . -~ .. , . ~,. 

(MISS CASEWELL looks· at him warily and cross.es below-_ .··.:--·_.-. .-\~~ 

t,. so1f',,., ) 

• '. }~1 

,ze 'J u1e 

~dlJq 
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MISS CASEWELL, Well, wl1at do you want? : _:,· -I;%1l. 
... :::;:)1§ 

·-. : .. .:,- -,._ .. /, ~l· .. ,,'-' •• ,. L\ 
• f ·:J.t:7 

·"·~:.~·;1 
• ··::• ,";; I 
•• ...__ l. I 

• ·-'i ;t/' 
: • •• •• ll ! I ·. · .~- ... ... 
• t • I t' t 

.. •, • ..... ,I!,,,, . -··· \ .. 
' .(· U ,·~-•1, 

·' .. 
., 

:1 .. 

• .. 

. 
,.-; 



{"type":"Form","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":true}


{"type":"Form","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":true}


{"type":"Form","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":true}

