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THE.MOUSETRAP 

Motorists are warned .against ice-bound roads. The 
heavy snow is expected to continue, and throughout 
the c~untry there will be a certa~ freezing, parti.ct1larly 
at point.a on the north and northeast coast of Scotland. 

MOLI,m, (calling) Mrs. Barlowl Mrs, Barlowl (Receiving no 
reply she crosses to the armchair centre, picks up her handbag 
and one glove an.d -then goes out through the arch up right. 
She removes her overcoat and then returns.) Brrl It's cold. 
.(Ske goes to tlie wall switch abooe tlie do(lf down right and 
switches on ilie wall brackets ooer the firejilace. She motJes 'U/jJ 
to the-windoW; feels the rtJ4iator and draws the curtains. Then 
she rnoves down to the sofa table and switches on the table 

•1 lamp. Slie looks round ana:notices the large sign, board lyjng 
on its si~ on ~he ~irs. She picks it wp arµJ places it against 
the wall left of tlie window al,cove. She steps back, nodding her 
head.) It really does loo~ nice- ohl (She notic~ that there 
is no ''S" on the sign.) Iipw stupid of Giles. (She woks at 
lier watch tlien: at the ckJck~) Gosh l • • --. . 
(MOILIE hurries off up the stairs left. GIL~ enters 
from tli~ front door '!7:glit. He is a rather arrogant but 
att;ractive young man in his twenties. He stamps h,~ 
feet to sliake off the snow, opens the· oak chest and puts · 
inside a big paper carrier he Jias been carrying. He takes· 

• off his uuercoat ·hat and scarf, moves down and throws 
, it' { thffOI, on t/1,8 arm,c_hair centre. Then' he goes to the fire· and 

·= • -~~. 
, ... 
•• 'J·: 

v warms liis hands.) _ • • ½-----~--:7:~~ ' oILFS, ( calling) Mollie? Mollie? Mollie? Where are· you? 
\ 

. ; .· 
I ~• : ·;:,· 

-~· . ... 
• • :I . • . ,.. .. : . 
:' f .. 
-i .• .. -•. . . . . . 
. 'l ;: • . ,. ' . . ' . . -~ ~-t- •• ;: '\·~· .. 

::i ar.~ •. :: 
·:I ~7;,.. -
.,. I; 'r J,;f :., ... , .. ,.,, ... 

-~ t.· 
: : .\ 

. ;. ~· .: . .,, . 
I ~: J' • ; . -·. ·:. C:-~ - .. . · . 

• : 1 
·.! ;. • . -· - . 

• . ·1 ... • •• 
, 1 •. . .,, ~·. 

, -.: ! .. .. ,-:"'• .. 
'. ) : 

. •,· .:,:· 
!- '7i. ••. . . .. . , .. : -::~ .... 
, ~.~:. 
:·.. ?i. ,·:: .' 

(MoLJ.lE tmters_from the arch left.) 
l\!IOLLIE,_(clieerfully)·Doing all the work, you brute, (She 

. crosses. to GII;ES,) • 
GILES, Oh, there you are - leave it all to me. Shall I stoke 
, ,. t11e Aga? • • • • 
:M:OLLIE• Done. . : 
GILES· (kissing her) Hullo, sweetheart. Your nose is cold. • 
·:M:oLLIE· I've just come in. (She crosses to the fire.) 
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10 THR MOUSETRAP 

; • , e not been 
GIT.ES, Why? Where have you been? Surely you v 

out in this weather? f 1, d 
MOLIJE. I had to go down to the" village for some stuf 

, forgotten. Did you get the chicken netting? • 
GILES. It wasn't the right kind. (Ha sits on tho loft arm of 

. the armchair ctmt!m.) I went on to another dump but 
that wasn't any good eithei-, Practically a whole ~ay 
wasted. My God, 1:m half frozen. Car was skidding ltke 
anything. The snow's coming doWil thick. What do you 
bet we're not snowed up tomorrow? 

·, MOLLIE. Oh dear, I do hope not. (She crosses to the radiator 
anrl,feels ~t.) If only the pipes· don't freeze. · 

• J 

GU,FS. (rising and moving up to MOI.J~m) We'll }?.ave to l{eep 
the central l1eating well stoked up. (He feels the radiato~) 
I-I'm, not too·good- I wish they'd send the colce along . 
We've not got any too mucl1. . 

MOLLIE. (moving down to the sofa and sittin,g) (?hi I d.o so 
wap.t everything to go well at ·first. First impressions are 

. so important. 
GILFS. (rrwving down to rlglit of the sofa) Is everything ready? 
. Nobody's arrived yet, I S!J:ppose? 

MOUJE. No, thank goodness, I. thinlc everything's in order. 
Mrs. Barlow's hooked it early. Afraid of the w~ather; I 
suppose. . _ 

GILES. Wh~t a I?,uisance these daily won1eri are. That leaves 
everything on your ~~ou~ders .... 

MOLLIE. Anayoursl T~is is a partnership. 
• GILES, (crossing,to the fire) So long as you don't ask me to 

coolc. 
MOLLIE, (risi11tg) No, no, that's my department. Anyway 

we've got lots of tins in case we are sn0wed up: 
(Crossing to ~) Oh, G~les, do you think it's going to 
be all right? 

GILES. Got cold feet, have you? Are you sorry now we didn't 
sell the place when your. a1mt left it to_ you, instead ~f 
having this mad idea of running it as a guest I1ouse? 
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MOIJ.m. No, ~•m not. I iove it. And talldng_ ~f al-~~~ 
house. Just look at that! (She indtcates th8 sign oari z 
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\" 

t? acCUSin,g 'nianner.) 
f. r GILES, (complacent~) Pr~tty good, what? (lie crosses to left 01 

the sign board,.) • • . \,-
. i: .. 
tl !~-fi• 

, . 

MOUJR It's a disaster! Don't.you· see? You'v~ left out the 
"S.'' Monk.well instead of Monkswell. . 

-~ti 
:}:-~- • 
•A 
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·:-

. \\ ~:·· 

GIJ.ES, Good Lord, so I did. However did I co1ne to do 
that? But it doesn't really matter, does it?. Monl{Well is • 

r.. ""I • 

. just as good a name. . 
MOJJ.m, You're in cli~grace. (She crosses to the desk,) Go and tc· • 

~-
"t' 
~·: 

stoke up the central heating. 
GILES. Across th~t icy yardl Ughl Shall I ~anlc it up for the 

night now? 
MOJIJE. No, you don't do that until ten or eleven o'clock: 

at nigl1t. 
GILES. How appalling\ 

) l~~- MOJ.J,m. H11rry up. Someone may arrive at any minute now. 
\\- . • J: e,'{\ \_ ,GILES, You'.ve got all_ the rooms worked ~ut? 
~~-- . MOI,J,m. Yes. (She sits at the desk and picks up a pafjJer from 
-:,f: · it.)Mrs. Boyle, Front Fourposter Room .. Major Metcalf, 
__ :: l::- Blue Room. Miss Cas~well, East Room. Mr. Wren,. Oalc 

• 1,,1!, n .-.·.F ~oom . 
.. . {tft: -~~t:. GILES, (crossing to right of the sofa table) I wonder what all 
-~~~ft. ~ese people will be like. Oughtn't we to have got rent 

. ·=, · ·~.;·:.·. 1n advance? 
·-; >t~~·~ • -

j ~4t. ~OLLIE. Oh no, I don,t think so .. 
~ji. G~FB. We're ra~er mugs at this game. . 
_=:·i ·tf MOLLIE. They btjng luggage~ If they don't pay we hang on 
~-J;f; to their luggage. Jt's quite simple 
-t ~c- • • • 

\ 
j~~t:.·. o~ES. I can't help thinking we ought to h. , .. 
... r f-f,, .. ave ta~en a 

I . ) ~:;-:. corresp9ndence course in ho+el }reepi·n "tAr. , • 
-?¼ .-~/." • • '" "" g. ,vve re sure 

.!: -Ji-· . to get had 1n some way. Their luggage •• h b •• 
:>1 ':lf':-'f-:i.~ b · l d . m1g t e Jt.tst 
':l it.· r1c wrappe up m newspaper and wh h ld 
:~ 3~-- .. ;. be then? ere s ou we 
-~· i!,,f: •• 
•-,. I\': ' ,. 

·-:1 ·i~:. 
""'· ~r-~--. l ~\~?.-: . . - . 

.1. ~j~;,. 
·;;: j·~J-::i . 
.... '}(,;.•. I' 

MOI.J,m. They all wrote from very good dd a resses-. 
( 
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